Louis9 DISLIKE OF VOLTAIRE
Que vos jours precieux soient marques par des fetes!
Que lapaix de nos champs revienne avec Louis/
Soye^ tous deux sans ennemis^
Et tous deux gar del vos ^onq

Then followed a poem addressed to Pompadour on the cap-
ture of Berg-op-Zoom:

. . . Et vous et Berg-op-Zoom, vous etze^ invinciblesJ

Vous nave^ cede qua mon roiy

Us volent dans vos bras du sein de la victoire;

Leprix de ses travaux nest que dans votre cceur,

Rien nepeut augmenter sagloire,

Et vous augmente^ son bonheur.

The Court was shocked by this comparison between the mili-
tary and amatory conquests of the monarch. Voltaire had
gone a little too far this time. He was acclaimed by ... univer-
sal silence. His departure to Cirey and then to Luneville had
all the appearance of a flight. Though he could not claim the
honour of exile, he knew better than to appear again at his
lodging in the south wing of Versailles.

Louis not only feared him with reason as a destructive
agent but disliked him personally for his avidity, his vanity,
his touchiness, his jealousy of his fellow writers. Louis was
not blind to treachery in others, and once when a courtier
thought to please him by showing pleasure at a friend's dis-
grace, Louis quietly said: 'And the cock crowed.' Pompa-
dour's brother writes: 'Voltaire's crotchet has always been to
become an ambassador, and he did all he could to make people
believe that he was entrusted with a political mission when he
went to Prussia for the first time/ This appeared unbecoming
and ridiculous to Louis.

Voltaire was full of anxious contradictions, extreme both in
flattery and ingratitude. When Pompadour made no effort to